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Pigeon and human visual systems studied
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DURHAM, NH, United States (UPI) -- A U.S.-led international study has found pigeons and humans
use similar visual cues to identify objects, although they utilize different visual systems.

The researchers, led by University of New Hampshire Assistant Professor Brett Gibson, say the finding
could lead to development of novel technologies.

'Understanding how avian visual systems solve problems that require considerable computational
prowess may lead to future technological advances, such as small visual prosthetics for the visually
impaired, in the same way that understanding visual processing in honeybees has led to the development
of flying robots and unmanned helicopters,' the researchers said.

Gibson and colleagues from the universities of Iowa, Montreal and Glasgow found pigeons, as do
humans, primarily rely on corners of an object in order to recognize it instead of relying on other
features, such as shading and color.

'When members of different species respond similarly to the same visual information, we gain
confidence in the prominence of this information, irrespective of cultural or genetic influences,' the
scientists said. 'Birds represent an important group to compare with mammals, the other major class of
warm-blooded, highly mobile, visually oriented animals.'

The study is detailed in the journal Current Biology.
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Liposuctioned fat stem cells studied

2/22/2007

OSLO, Norway -- Norwegian scientists have identified chemical markers that allow them to
predict which of millions of liposuctioned stem
Study: Lizards visually talk to each other

2/22/2007

DAVIS, CA, United States -- U.S. biologists say they`ve discovered anole lizards signal to rivals
with a visual 'shout' to
Atlantic to Pacific feedback discovered

2/22/2007

PARIS, France -- French scientists say an exchange of water vapor from the Atlantic to the Pacific
might be an
Study: Some birds can plan for the future

2/22/2007

CAMBRIDGE, England -- A British-led study finds western scrub-jays can spontaneously plan for
the future without reference to their current
Mating habits of yeast cells studied

2/21/2007

BALTIMORE, MD, United States -- U.S. scientists, using a biochemical version of a computer
chip, say they`ve solved a long-standing

 Subscribe to this Feed



Science & Nature
Index
News
Features
Forums

Science
News

Nature
News
.

Advertising

Advertising

-



In Monsters and Critics

Arts
Books
DVD
Forums
Gaming
Lifestyle
Movies
Music
News
People
Science & Nature
Sport
Tech
TV
Weather

Entertainment



Arts
Books
DVD
Gaming
Movies
Music
People
Soundtracks
TV

Media
Celebrity Photos
Movie Stills
Movie Trailers
Movie Posters
Theatre Stills

Released this week
Movies - USA
Movies - UK
DVD - USA

Distractions
Flash Games
Daily Crossword
Sudoku Classic

World News
US
UK
India
Americas
Europe
Middle East
Asia Pacific
South Asia
Africa
Business
Education
Health

Specials
Energy watch
Intel / Terror

Science and Tech
Science and Nature
Tech

Lifestyle
Autos
Consumer Health
Horoscope
Life
Religion
Travel

Corporate

About



Advertise
Contact
The Team
Vacancies
Privacy
RSS
Site Map
Terms
Webmasters

The Fine Print

© 2003 - 2007 by Monsters and Critics.com, WotR Ltd. All Rights Reserved. All photos are copyright
their respective owners and are used under license or with permission. * Note M&C cannot be held
responsible for the content on other Web Sites.

Servers supplied by Servint


